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CALL FOR PAPERS 

THE 23rd IAPS CONFERENCE 

Transitions to sustainable societies: 

Designing research and policies for changing lifestyles and communities 

23 – 27 June 2014, TIMISOARA, ROMANIA 

 

Dear colleagues, 

We cordially invite you to contribute to the 23rd IAPS Conference “Transitions to sustainable 
societies: Designing research and policies for changing lifestyles and communities”. 

The event will take place in Timişoara, Romania, at the West University of Timişoara, from the 
23rd to the 27th of June 2014. 

According to IAPS mission (www.iaps-association.org), the 23rd IAPS Conference will address 
the study of the interrelations between people and their socio-physical surroundings and the 
relation of this field to other social sciences. 

Like other Eastern European countries, Romania has experienced the transition from totalitarian 
regimes towards democracy. Today we face the environmental consequences of political and 
economic decisions made many years ago. Environmental transition, a process started after the 
political regime changed, became synonym with Environmental Europeanization. Its main aim 
is the improving of the environment’s quality, by developing institutional structures and 
environmental policies according to the international norms. This experience is interesting not 
only for local researchers (Romanian and East European), but also for all IAPS members aiming 
to contribute to behavioral and societal changes entailing the transition to sustainable paths in 
Europe. Some difficulties in implementing these international norms for environmental 
protection include: unequal economic development, different levels of priority on political 
agendas, and perceived social injustice. Furthermore, the recent developments in Europe have 
shown that our systems are also undergoing important transitions. The economic crisis in 
Europe has revealed important vulnerabilities and risks within our systems, sometimes pushing 
environmental issues off the political agendas; but, if well oriented, the latter can also create 
windows of opportunity for devising and implementing models of growth and consumption 
within more sustainable parameters.  

All subjects of debate are meant to continue the IAPS Conferences tradition of bringing together 
research, policy and practice, and promote multi-disciplinary approaches and critical thinking. 
The Conference aims to continue its tradition as an open forum for the exchange of ideas, 
experiences and good practices regarding the environmental issues of our society and their 
challenge for building a sustainable future. 
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The Conference seeks to explore the following challenging themes, and invites answers to 
questions derived from them, along the following lines: 

1. Over the past several years it has become clear that capacity building is central to the 
quest for sustainable development. If society is going to realize the goals of Agenda 21, the 
ability of regional organizations, national governments and civil society to address the principal 
challenges of sustainable development must be reinforced by mobilizing substantially more 
human, scientific, technological, organizational and institutional resources and capabilities, and 
by enhancing the abilities of stakeholders to evaluate and address crucial questions related to 
policy choices and different options for development. These processes will be increasingly 
based on their socio-technological innovative component. 
2. Which are the main hindrances to human, institutional, and infrastructure, capacity 
building? 
3. How can we encourage and enable developing countries to identify and address their 
capacity building needs to access, use and produce data and products on a sustainable basis? 
4. Which are the best ways of enhancing access to data and information, on a real-
time/near real-time basis, and of encouraging information and infrastructure sharing? 
5. How can the coordination of participating organizations be optimized as they seek 
further resources for identified capacity building priorities? 
6. The growing concern for direct democracy, social and environmental justice, and 
derived ecologically-harmonious urbanism, leads to alternatives to the current policies regarding 
communities’ life development. What can these alternatives be? Corroborated with the spatial 
cognition representing the places of urban comfort and affective identity of communities in time 
and space, the contributors are invited to explore whether such zones can represent “nodes” or 
forum spaces (either physical or symbolic-virtual) of direct social democracy regarding the 
communities’ life and whether, in the era of social networking the exercise of democracy still 
depends upon having a literal commons where people can gather as citizens in public spaces 
open to all. 
 

Contributions are expected to present research that relates to any of the following 
conference topics: 

1. The impact of policy makers in building sustainable societies 
1. 1. Sustainable use and management of natural resources 

1. 1. 1. Integrated water resources management 
1. 1. 2. Land degradation and desertification 
1. 1. 3. Renewable energy initiatives and energy conservation projects 

1. 2. Integrating economic development and environmental protection 
1. 2. 1. Conflict and environment  
1. 2. 2. Health and environment 
1. 2. 3. Tools for sustainable production and consumption 

             1.3. Emerging issues and challenges for sustainable development 

1. 3. 1. Environmental education 
1. 3. 2. Training for natural resource management 
1. 3. 3. Capacity building for children and youth 

 
2. Overcoming the gap between behavioral change and urban planning & design in 
sustainable societies 
2. 1. Place attachment 

2. 1.1. Place attachment and pro-environmental behavior 
2. 1.2. Place identity and climate change adaptation 
2. 1.3. Sense of place and resilience to change  
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2. 2. The influence of urban restorations on the interaction between people and nature 
 2. 2.1. The influence of urban restorations on inhabitants’ behavior 

2. 2.2. Vulnerability, resilience, and restoration 
2. 2.3. Raising people’s interactions through heritage building and urban landscape 

restoration 
2. 3. Environmental attitudes and urban design 
 2. 3.1 Behavioral patterns and sustainable urban design 
 2. 3.2. Travel attitudes in urban spaces encouraging alternative means of transportation 
 2. 3.3. Urban designs encouraging social activities 
 
2.4. Role of built environments on physical and mental health 
 2. 4.1. Virtual and physical architecture  
 2. 4.2. Positive and sustainable work environments  
 2. 4.3. Built environments, emotions and health 
 
3. Engaging communities in the transition to sustainable societies 
3. 1. Developing community engagement for a sustainable lifestyle 

3. 1.1. Achieving safety through community engagement  
3. 1.2. Poverty and economic crisis 
3. 1.3. Social representation of sustainable consumption 
3. 1.4. Community participation in the building process of social and cultural facilities 

3. 2. Designing policies for transition to a sustainable society  
3. 2.1. Governance and participation for sustainability 
3. 2.2. Designing policies for low carbon greenhouse gas emissions  
3. 2.3. Change agents for a sustainable society 
 

4. Communities resilience and socio-cultural change: transitions from traditional to 
modern societies 
4. 1. Transition towns and inhabitants’ life satisfaction 

4. 1.1. Psychological implications of living in a transition town 
4. 1.2. Urban pathways of change 
4. 1.3. Food Sensitive Planning and Urban Design 

4. 2.Risk perception of socio-cultural change 
 4. 2.1. Emotions and attitudes to change 
 4. 2.2. Risk, management and sustainability 
 4. 2.3. Social actors, social movements and risk perception 
4. 3. Community resilience  
 4. 3.1. Community resilience in case of disasters, war or terrorism  
 4. 3.2. Modeling community resilience 
 4. 3.3. The role of policy makers in overcoming disasters  

 
5. Transitions to sustainable societies: direct democracy, spatial cognition & ecological 
design 
5. 1. Effective ways in urban design - traditional vs. new consultative models 

5. 1. 1. New environments for direct/social democracy 
5. 1. 2. The open urban space designed as civic art 
5. 1. 3. Participatory decision making 

5. 2. Spatial cognition 
5. 2. 1. Spaces of communities’ comfort and identity and the future urban planning 
5. 2. 2. Urban comfort and affective belonging zones as forums of direct social 
democracy 
5. 2. 3. Social networking vs. physical commons 

5. 3. Ecological design 
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5. 3. 1. The ecological development/design principles and the guidelines of new 
urbanism’s smart growth 
5. 3. 2. Towards an integrated theory of socio-technological innovation 
5. 3. 3. Interdisciplinary studies of ecosystem dynamics and socio-cultural trends 

 
Registration & Submission 
 
Registration and submission of abstracts will be handled via an online procedure. For abstract 
submission it is necessary to register first. Registration starts on 25th September 2013. 
Submitted abstracts must be around 500 words in length. Please indicate a conference theme 
number to which your presentation relates to. 
Deadline for abstract submission is 25 November 2013. 
Authors will receive notification of acceptance by the 25 January 2014. 
 
Sections 

The Scientific Committee invites submission of abstracts for contributions to one of the 
following: 

• Individual Oral Presentation related to one of the conference themes 
• Symposium for an entire thematic session. Proposals should include the 

name of the chair, the title, a description of the symposium content, name of all 
contributors and the title of their proposed oral presentations if they are known at that 
point. An abstract and the title of the respective symposium should be also included in 
the proposal. Please note that all contributors to submitted symposia need to register 
individually. 

• Poster Session. This allows participants to present their work in a 
visual manner rather than during a traditional session. All posters will be exhibited in a 
common area and be visible to all participants during the conference. Submissions for a 
poster session are also done via abstract. Please note that printing posters is the 
responsibility of the participants and these should be in A1 size, 841 x 594 cm, and 
portrait. 

• Young Researchers Workshop Presentation. These are individual 
contributions from ongoing PhD work and will be chaired by a senior colleague that 
will act as a mentor. 

• Case Studies. These can be presented by an individual or a group and 
should contain specific work within an area of research, policy or practice relevant to 
the Conference’s themes. Each presentation should last maximum 15 minutes. They 
will all be collected in our website for reference. Submission format for case studies: 
1,500 words total / 200 words abstract. Please, refer to which of the Conference Themes 
it relates. 

 
The Conference programme will also include keynote contributions, thematic networks 
meetings and thematic excursions. The scientific programme will also be accompanied by a 
very exciting social programme. 
 
For more information on the Conference theme, relevant dates, fees, venue, etc., please visit the 
conference website at http://www.iaps2014timisoara.org 
 
On behalf of the organizing committee, we are looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
We are waiting for you in Timisoara in 2014! 

The Organizing Team Coordinator, 

Dr. Corina Ilin  cilin@socio.uvt.ro 


